
LA CROSSE

The Project
Wisconsin Hometown Stories: La Crosse follows the 
evolution of the city at the junction of the Mississippi, 
Black and La Crosse rivers from its earliest days to 
the present. Film, archival images, and interviews 
with historians and local citizens tell the stories of 
La Crosse’s native people, politics, ever-changing 
local industries and influential higher education and 
medical institutions. Wisconsin Hometown Stories: 
La Crosse connects Wisconsin’s past to its present by 
weaving the stories of Wisconsin’s iconic river town.

I’m very impressed by the diligence and expertise which 

Wisconsin Public Television put into the La Crosse production. 

Given that they only had one hour to cover the long and 

varied history of La Crosse, I think they did a good job of 

covering the major aspects of the city. The show is very 

well done, and I think viewers will be pleased with it.

 - Ed Hill, retired special collections librarian from Murphy Library  
at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, La Crosse Tribune

Partnership and Lasting Tools
Representatives from La 
Crosse area historical groups 
and the Wisconsin Historical 
Society formed the La Crosse 
Lasting Tools Committee. Their 
work involves building on the 
documentary work to create 
tools to bolster understanding of 
La Crosse history. The group is 
developing a new Web site hosted 

by the La Crosse Public Library 
that includes an on-line walking tour of 30 historic sites in La Crosse’s 
downtown with historic photos and site descriptions. 

DVD
The Wisconsin Hometown Stories: La Crosse 
DVD will be a new tool for programming at 
the La Crosse County Historical Society’s 
Riverside Museum. Now, along with the steam 

ship and river exhibits, summer 
visitors will be introduced to La 
Crosse and its history through the 
daily use of the documentary film. 

Awards
Wisconsin Hometown Stories was recognized by PBS in 2007 with a 
development award for its successful model of meaningful community 
engagement and lasting impact on its featured communities.

Supporters
Wisconsin Hometown Stories: La Crosse is a co-production of Wisconsin 
Public Television and the Wisconsin Historical Society in cooperation 
with the La Crosse County Historical Society. Major funding for Wisconsin 
Hometown Stories: La Crosse was provided by Don and Roxanne Weber, 
Gail K. Cleary/Cleary-Kumm Foundation, Kwik Trip, Charles & Sue Anne 
Gelatt with additional funding by Gundersen Lutheran Health System, 
Dahl Automotive of La Crosse/Onalaska, Sigurd B. Gundersen, Jr. and 
Friends of Wisconsin Public Television and the Wisconsin History Fund 
supported, in part, by the National Endowment for the Humanities.

I just watched Wisconsin Hometown Stories: La Crosse and as a 

lifelong resident of Onalaska, I think you guys did a beautiful job and I 

want to thank you. 

Wisconsin Hometown Stories: La Crosse was four stars. It was 

excellent. It had depth and texture — congratulations! 

By far the highlight of 2008, Wisconsin Hometown Stories: La Crosse 

was the best television presentation I have seen in my 67 years. Thanks to 

you all at WPT.

I wanted to say I watched Wisconsin Hometown Stories: La Crosse and 

I thought it was excellent. You did a wonderful job, it was very interesting. 

I’ve lived near La Crosse all my life and I learned a lot of things that I 

didn’t know. It was very accurate and I thought you did an excellent job. 

Keep up the good work. 

I just got through watching Wisconsin Hometown Stories: La Crosse.  

I wanted to congratulate you all. To see this history come alive with 

people I know and places I see all the time is a really, really wonderful 

thing. I would love to get copies to send to my sons who were born here 

to share with their families. 

Dear Friends, I saw your show, Wisconsin Hometown Stories: La 

Crosse this weekend and found it fascinating. I didn’t realize the city had 

such a rich heritage. I am putting it on my summer list of places to visit. 

Like so much of your local programming which I especially enjoy, this 

program was really topnotch. In these days when the news seems to focus 

attention on all of Wisconsin’s economic failings, programs like this are 

very important in reminding us that we have plenty to be proud of and 

that we are far from average! Thanks for your great work.

Viewers Respond

DVD
The Wisconsin Hometown Stories: La Crosse
DVD will be a new tool for programming at 
the La Crosse County Historical Society’s 
Riverside Museum. Now, along with the steam 
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Sticky Note

This brochure is an overview of a program about the history of La Crosse that was recently broadcast by Wisconsin Public Television. The brochure details the public response to the program as well as the partnerships, tools, and resources associated with it. The brochure is included in a folder of materials given to potential funders of future programs. I set up the brochure so that it could be printed quickly and easily either in-house or at a University Copy Center since they are often needed at a moment's notice.



Impact
The premiere broadcast on Wisconsin Public Television (WPT) in May 2008 was 
met with great enthusiasm with an estimated statewide audience of nearly 100,000 
viewers for the initial broadcast. Rebroadcasts continue to enlighten and entertain 
thousands of viewers across Wisconsin.

Companion Website
The viewing experience is enhanced 
at the WisconsinStories.org Web site, 
a comprehensive resource for anyone 
interested in Wisconsin history. Visitors 
will find the documentary transcript, 
streaming video of the complete 
program for use in classrooms and 
at home, teacher resources including 
a link to the Wisconsin Hometown 
Stories Curriculum Guide and books 
and Web sites related to La Crosse.

Preview Screening Events
WPT and the Wisconsin Historical Society 
(WHS) held preview screenings at the 
Pump House Regional Arts Center and at 
the Rivoli Theatre in historic downtown  
La Crosse. These community events hon-
ored those who have preserved La Crosse 
history and shared the documentary film 
with more than 500 attendees. 

Companion Website

interested in Wisconsin history. Visitors 

Curriculum Development
To extend the impact of the program, educators and school administrators from La Crosse 
County and the Educational Communications Board (ECB) created a cross-curricular 
resource for teachers of fouth-, eighth- and 
10th-graders. The guide engages students’ 
interest in local history by using the program 
segments to build on ideas for student 
research and study. The guide is available 
online for all teachers to use. Thanks to the 
funders, the DVDs of Wisconsin Hometown 
Stories: La Crosse were distributed free to all 
La Crosse area schools and public libraries. 

The program will be datacast by WPT and 
the ECB to schools throughout Wisconsin 
to make the program available as a lasting 
teaching resource. 

On April 1, 2008, WPT producers and education specialists 
from the ECB made a presentation on Wisconsin Hometown 
Stories curriculum materials at the Wisconsin Council for 
the Social Studies 2008 Annual Conference. The Council’s 
mission is to promote social studies and the professional 
growth of educators. This continues WPT’s long relation with 
Wisconsin teachers to provide tools for Wisconsin classrooms. 
Availability of these materials will be featured by the extensive 
communication of the ECB with service connection to all 
Wisconsin Schools. 

Community Engagement
Wisconsin Hometown Stories: La Crosse was informed by listening sessions conducted 
in the community and shaped by extensive participation of staff and volunteer 
representatives from local historical groups and the La Crosse County Historical Society.

Archival Materials
Full video interviews and extensive filming  
of La Crosse will enrich WHS’ permanent  
archives and archives of La Crosse area  
history organizations.

Thanks to the following people for their  
contribution to Wisconsin Hometown Stories: 
La Crosse. Their full interviews are now archived 
and preserved as a lasting resource.

 Early History  Featuring Ed Hill and 
Chuck Lee 

 Oneota  Featuring Robert Boszhardt,  
Jim Gallagher and Chloris Lowe

 Steam  Featuring John Anfinson,  
Charles Haas, Ed Hill  
and Chuck Lee 

  Medicine Men  Featuring  
Dr. Erik Gundersen,  
Dr. Sigurd Gundersen, 
Ed Hill, Ronald Numbers 
and John Satory

 Reinvention  Featuring John Anfinson, 
Charles Gelatt,  
Susan Hessel  
and Chuck Lee

 College Town  Featuring Charles Gelatt, 
Susan Hessel, and  
Gayda Hollnagel

  Ebb & Flow  Featuring Robert Boszhardt, 
David DeLano, Susan Hessel  
and John Medinger

I thought Wisconsin Hometown 

Stories: La Crosse was extremely 

interesting and very valuable. I hope  

you will do more of the same.  I’m  

not a native of Wisconsin, but have  

been here a long time. I would go to  

La Crosse periodically but never knew  

its history before.

We just watched Wisconsin Hometown 

Stories: La Crosse. It was excellent. We 

thoroughly enjoyed it and I can’t wait to 

see the rest of them. Great job!

I just finished watching Wisconsin 

Hometown Stories: La Crosse. Excellent 

program! We are very pleased… it 

represents what we’ve come to expect 

from Wisconsin Public Television. We 

thought it was exceptional. 

As a lifelong La Crosse resident, I found 

Wisconsin Hometown Stories: La 

Crosse fascinating. There are so many 

things that I didn’t know about my fair 

city. It is a must see. Thank you for a 

wonderful production. 

Everyone I’ve talked to loved the 

program. My neighbors went to the 

Rivoli on Wednesday night and were 

quite impressed. Definitely a program to 

be proud of! Hats off to everyone who 

worked on it!

Thanks to you and everyone at WPT for 

the wonderful event last night! Wisconsin 

Hometown Stories: La Crosse so 

beautifully done!  We know a lot of hard 

work went into the production and we 

appreciate the dedication it must have 

taken from everyone.

Viewers Respond

interest in local history by using the program 

 were distributed free to all 

La Crosse teachers at a VIP screening event 

WisconsinStories.org Web Site

Teacher resources page on the ecb website – ecb.org




